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VIVA club educates youth about Hispanic culture
By Mimi Barney
Staff Writer

____________________________________

VIVA, Lawrence University’s
Latin American and Spanish
Culture club, volunteered at the
Boys and Girls Club of the Fox
Valley to expand the Appleton’s
community awareness of Hispanic
culture on Oct. 25. Members hosted a Latin dance class, taught an
art project and presented various dance performances by VIVA
members.
The Latin dance class consisted of VIVA members playing
Latin music and teaching basic
dance steps of the Merengue
and Bachata, two dance styles
originating from the Dominican
Republic, to the kids at the Boys
and Girls Club.
The art project involved VIVA
members creating ayoyotes,
which are “noise-makers” in Aztec
culture. Aztec tradition constituted the tying of ayoyotes to wrists
and ankles for occasions such
as dances and ceremonies. The
original ayoyotes used a type of
Mexican seed, but VIVA members
incorporated jingle bells as a modified version of ayoyotes. The kids
at Boys and Girls club were also
given the opportunity to perform
the dance steps of the Merengue
and Bachata while shaking their
ayoyotes to a large audience at the
end of the day. Finally, in honor
of Día de los Muertos, or Day of
the Dead, VIVA members and kids
from the Boys and Girls Club created tissue paper flowers.
Senior Osbani Garcia and

junior Jazz Astwood-Padilla also
performed the two dance styles
to accommodate for any kids of
the Boys and Girls club who could
not attend the dance lessons.
Freshman Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez
showed off his authentic ayoyotes
with a performance of a traditional Aztec dance with his group.
Olivia Hendricks ‘12, SelfAgency in Youth program coordinator, remarked on the VIVA
trip to Boys and Girls Club of Fox
Valley, “It was impressive seeing those from kindergarten to
juniors and seniors in college get
involved. VIVA members were
really great at bringing the kids
out of their shells.”
Junior Taylor Maccoux, secretary of VIVA, elaborated,
“We were so excited about this
event... because VIVA was really
getting out into the community
and spreading awareness about
Latin American culture. It was an
amazing opportunity to get VIVA
involved in Appleton and a fun
escape for a rainy day.”
VIVA also hosted an event to
celebrate Día de los Muertos on
Thursday in the Warch Campus
Center.
Día de los Muertos is a
Mexican celebration which honors the dead by celebrating the
lives of loved ones who have
passed away. Usually, people offer
favorite foods of their loved ones
to them, and join together to celebrate the lives of their loved ones.
To celebrate Día de los
Muertos, VIVA began with a lecture by Associate Professor of

Juliana Zabala and Jaxx Astwood-Padilla teach the youth of Boys and Girls Club of Fox Valley how to make paper flowers.
Photo by Katie Crawford

History Jake Frederick on the history and significance of Day of the
Dead, including his own personal
experiences.
Following the lecture, VIVA
decorated the second floor of
the Warch Campus Center with
candied skulls and tissue paper
flowers. Among the colorful
atmosphere of various foods,
drinks, and flowers were Día de
los Muertos bread and Día de los
Muertos hot chocolate, both of
which were unique recipes made
especially for the occasion.

Freshman VIVA member
Terese Swords said, “I am excited
to experience a new celebration
and share it with the Lawrence
Community!”
Garcia, President of VIVA,
explained, “I want people to learn
of [our] Mexican culture. I want to
create a culture bridge to increase
tolerance from other cultures.”
VIVA abides by their motto,
welcoming “any individual who
is interested in participating
regardless of race, gender, religion, class, creed, or national ori-

gin.” Come to VIVA meetings to
hear about future events involving
the Lawrence community and the
Appleton community. VIVA meets
regularly Mondays at 8 p.m.
To get more involved with the
Boys and Girls Club of Fox Valley,
you can call (920) 731-8255,
drop by their office on 160 South
Badger Avenue, Appleton, Wisc.,
54911, or stop by the Volunteer
and Community Service Center on
campus.

ration from other art forms, such
as visual arts and literature. She
also talked about his languid style
and his tendency toward sarcasm.
Following the introduction,
Associate Professor of Music Julie
McQuinn and Assistant Professor
of Music Sara Ceballos presented
some of Debussy’s works in relation to dance. They described the
dances that influenced Debussy’s
composition, which ranged from
aristocratic styles to the Cakewalk.
An aristocratic dance was demonstrated and the Cakewalk was
discussed in greater detail later
in the day.
At 12 p.m., a Gamelan demonstration took place. While the
Gamelan may seem unrelated to
Debussy’s music, the gamelan
was an important influence after
DeBussy first experienced this
instrument at an 1889 Paris exhibition. It seems that he admired
the composition styles of the East
because he incorporated these
influences into his own compositions.
The faculty recital, which featured performances by Kautsky,
piano; Associate Professor of

Music Steven Paul Spears, tenor;
Instructor of Music Joanne
Bozeman, soprano; and Associate
Professor of Music Wen-Lei Gu,
violin displayed a variety of
Debussy’s compositions. These
pieces included a wide range of
styles from quite a few periods of
Debussy’s life including “Ariettes
Oubliees” from 1888 to “Sonate
pour violon et piano” from 19161917.
As a change of pace, the
next event provided cake and
a Cakewalk dance contest. This
involved pairs of participants performing a prepared dance in the
style of a Cakewalk, a dance that
was originally danced by slaves
and then adopted by the French.
The winners, sophomores
Laetitia Lehman-Pearsall and Le
Kong, won their own cake while all
other participants received cupcakes. “It feels awesome to have
won the cake walk after our hour
of preparation,” said LehmanPearsall. Her dance partner, Kong
agreed: “the whole carnival is so
inspiring, I love hearing such a
variety of Debussy’s music.”
Following the dancing con-

test, two professors lectured
about other topics related to
Debussy’s music. The first, given
by Kautsky, addressed the history
of the Cakewalk and the second,
by Associate Professor of Music
Anthony Padilla, discussed Humor
in the music of Debussy. This
included musical patterns within
the pieces as well as parodies of
other composers’ works, and even
some five-finger exercises.
Following the talks, contortionist and freshman Meghan
Clark performed a circus act set
to Debussy’s “General LavineEccentric.” Debussy drew a large
amount of influence from circus
acts and clowns and this aspect
of his inspiration was mentioned
many times during the carnival.
Later in the day there were two
more presentations. One of them
involved images juxtaposed with
the music and the other included
fairy tale readings accompanying
more pieces by Debussy. A third
program later in the evening was
titled “The Virtuoso Debussy.”
Planning for the event began
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Debussy carnival presents diverse set of events to celebrate composer
By Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

__________________________________________

The Lawrence community
celebrated the 150th anniversary of French composer Claude
Debussy with a daylong carnival
last Sunday, Oct. 28. This was
not the first anniversary celebration of a famous composer, but

it was the most comprehensive.
The coordinators decided that a
day-long carnival was necessary
so that Debussy’s numerous influences could be explored through a
variety of mediums.
The celebration commenced
at 11 a.m. with an introduction
by Professor of Music and Chair
of the Keyboard department
Catherine Kautsky. She discussed
the ways that Debussy took inspi-

Claude Debussy (1862-1918). Photo provided.
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Ethnic Dinner celebrates cultures through food
By Laura Udelson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Every year in October,
Lawrence International hosts the
International Fall Ethnic Dinner.
The dinner, which took place in
the Esch Studio in the Warch
Campus Center, featured dishes
from all over the world. This
year the dinner included Greek,
Russian, Peruvian, Japanese,
Chinese and Australian cuisine.
The event took place from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. last Saturday, Oct. 27.
Tickets cost eight dollars, or three
dollars with a meal swipe.
International students and
their Friendship Families were
given priority for tickets to the
Ethnic Dinner, but the Appleton
and Lawrence communities were
invited as well. The event sold
close to 100 tickets and had a
maximum of 200 seats available. Senior vocalist Sarah Laven,
member of the band Sarah 2 and
the High School Varsity Athletes,
performed a Portuguese song for
attendees of the dinner, and junior
LI President Victoria Chung gave
a speech.
The theme for this year’s Ethnic
Dinner was “Intercontinental

Flavors.” Past themes have
included “Rice from around the
Globe” and “Home-cooked by LI.”
According to sophomore Diana
Szteinberg, vice president of LI,
the theme allowed for a lot of
culture. “We were looking at the
dishes and this year we have a lot
of diversity,” said Szteinberg. This
year, international students represent 51 countries from around
the globe.
The menu for the dinner was
organized by LI member junior Fei
Gao, and was based on dishes that
the international students recommended. The LI board researched
the geographic locations of current international students. Gao
worked with Bon Appétit to create
the foods and ensure authentic
flavors. The dishes were served
buffet-style, and vegetarian and
gluten-free options were available.
The dishes on the menu included Greek Salad, Borscht from
Russia, Yellow Rice and Raisins
from South Africa, Yakisoba
Chicken from Japan, Lomo Saltado
from Peru, Mapo Tofu from China
and Flatbread and Chocolate
Crackle from Australia.
Gao was satisfied with the

results of the dinner, although
if she were to design the menu
again, she said she would change
the African dish to an African and
Caribbean dish. This was Gao’s
first year making the menu and
there were no complications with
any of the recipes. The Yakisoba
Chicken dish was from her hometown.
Freshman Cansu Cabucak
was enjoyed the dinner and the
variety of foods offered. “It was
very good and very helpful for us
because in these events you get to
know a lot of people from different backgrounds. The dinner was
very nice and the different foods
helped because many people felt
at home,” said Cabucak.
Every spring, LI hosts another
dinner with International food
after the spring formal cabaret
show. “The event in the spring
is more of a celebration while
this one has more of an emphasis on International food” said
Chung. Tim Schmidt, director of
International Student Services,
is organizing the creation of an
LI menu that will be presented at the event. The menu will
include personal recipes from the
International students.

Diners line up to sample a variety of international dishes.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

Junior Devin Burri converses with Waseda exchange student Arisa Nakajima.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

VOTE

You can look up information.

You can randomly choose a name.
You can select your favorite party.
You can go with your gut.
You can choose based on religion.
You can think only of the economy.
You can even pick the name that
sounds the most friendly.
There’s no one right way to vote. The
important thing is to lend your voice
to the conversation.
Without your vote, you let somebody
speak for you.
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personality supplements
Gay Men are Hotter: Dress Like a Man

Micha Saxton
Columnist

____________________________________

For the love of God, will all men
please just pretend it’s Halloween
365 days a year and that the only
costume they can find is ‘sexy gay
man’? There is a reason there are
so many fruit flies hanging around
the homosexual hotspots, and it’s
not because we want to giggle

about sex and the city.
It is because we are tired of
pretending to swoon over our
super-macho-hetero boyfriend’s
sweatpants and tennis shoes. We
want to swoon for real, goddamn
it... and kissing your gay best
friend isn’t cheating, duh!
I mean, what’s really important in a potential partner?
Appearance only. No, wait. Sex
and appearance. Yep, that’s

about it. Personality takes a back
seat when he looks like every
Hollywood actor ever got together and birthed one beautiful manchild who for some reason wants
to take me out on a date. That his
reading comprehension level is
above a 7th grader’s is just frosting on the cake.
A sexy man in a sexy suit is
something I’d like to see on a
regular basis, not just on the occa-

Skinny Jeans and Fava Beans

Egyptian Optimism

Deborah Levinson
Columnist

____________________________________

Egyptians have every right to
be bitter. There are millions of
people here working long hours,
protesting against the government and praying. The struggles
of daily life are immense. The
economy is a mess; a quarter of
the Egyptian population lives on
less than $44 a month, and people
beg on every street.
Somehow, in this time of political turmoil, social changes and
extreme poverty, Egyptians as a
whole are possibly the most welcoming, optimistic and hopeful
people I’ve ever had the pleasure
of interacting with.
I know that I shouldn’t make
generalizations about groups of
people. Not all Midwesterners
are nice, not everyone from New
Jersey is uptight and not everyone
from Cairo is looking forward to
the future. In my experience here,
Egyptians have a belief that the
East Coast sucked from me long
ago: They believe that they can
make a difference.
Cairenes, and Egyptians in
general, think things will improve.
They protest because they believe
that it’s within their power to
change their government in a
peaceful manner. Many Egyptians
are frustrated with the current
Graphic art by Sadie Lancrete

government, the elections this
year and the state of the country,
but they believe that it will get
better. They believe in the ability
of the Egyptian people to make
it better.
Maybe I’m just really jaded,
but this attitude is not what I’m
used to in the US. Of course, there
are people who think they can
change the world, but I’d probably
be more likely to be disgusted by
their naïveté than impressed by
their optimism.
In the U.S., I have a hard time
believing that a few thousand people can go out and protest and the
entire country will change.
However, Egyptians have seen
progress. They’ve seen that protests lead to change. Their actions
have paid off, and the experience
of overthrowing a government
has created an opportunity to
form a new Egypt. People might
be a bit disgruntled about the current situation, but it’s not over.
Their fight is just beginning.
It’s not just that Egyptians
believe in their ability to change
their government. Egyptians
believe in Egypt. I’ve spoken to
so many people who are unhappy about the current state of the
country. But even AUC students,
who could work internationally
if they chose to, say they’d never
leave.
Why?
Because
they’re
Egyptian. Because Egypt is the

greatest place on Earth. For all
its issues and problems and the
struggles of daily life, Egypt is the
only place for them.
This level of nationalism is
strange to me, and I’m surprised
that I sort of admire it. Obviously
there are many problems that can
arise from extreme nationalism,
but I think it’s great that Egyptians
are so proud to be Egyptian.
All I’ve got as an American
is the rather difficult-to-balance
combo of shame and gratitude.
I wish I could feel as connected to my country, to my fellow
Americans as my Egyptian friends
are to their country and fellow
citizens.
With their love of Egypt and
focus on what’s yet to come,
I’m continually impressed by
Egyptians. The clearly impoverished women on the metro give
their water bottles and partiallyeaten lunches to the starving children who wander through.
Egyptians give money to beggars on the street. Consistently.
They buy endless packages of tissues just so the woman on the
highway can eat. Even the struggling look out for the less fortunate. They care about their country and their neighbors.
Egyptians believe that things
will get better. Egyptians believe
that they will make them better.
If I wasn’t so cynical, I might
even say it’s inspiring.

sional professor so as to make me
blush during lecture and avoid eye
contact at all costs lest I jump out
of my skin!
And can you blame me?
But boys are stupid. For some
reason they think taking cues
from Jersey Shore and treating
women like whores is comparable
to reading “The Sartorialist” while
singing The Cardigans will make
us girls swoon. Since so many of
the worst-dressed boys on campus are horrid skirt chasers they’ll
do well to completely ignore every
word I write henceforth to save
poor clueless girls from being
tricked by their impeccable style.
Besides, I don’t think any of
them would be bright enough
to realize that I’m basically giving you an outline about how to
attract women you don’t know
and couldn’t possibly charm with
your wits from across a room.
My best and most beautiful
homo-boyfriends at home suggest
the following for nice guys who
would like to be more noticeable.
These are guaranteed to make you
more attractive up until the point
you open your mouth to speak, at
which all the sparkle of your pretty new clothes could be eclipsed
by your 7th grade reading level.
1.
Dress shirts should be
tight, but not too tight. Italians
are perfect at this. They buy their
shirts based on where the shoulder hits the sleeve seam. It must
match right at the shoulder, if
not a little high on the ball of
the shoulder, and not a millimeter beyond to avoid the terrible
baggy dress shirts one sees on
most Americans. Americans complain about comfort, but what are
you expecting to do in that shirt
anyway, spread your wings and
take flight? Be a little restricted—
better yet, run around all day in a
D&G pencil skirt and then you tell
me about comfort.
2.
Buy a suit with a waistcoat in wool in a color other than
navy and wear it all the time.
Almost no one can pull off a navy
suit. No one. Navy is just so...
Nixon. Black should be avoided
as well. Unless you really know
how to pull it off, it’s too formal
during the day, makes me think
of long lost dinner jackets and all
that. Any shade of grey, or brown
tweed—if you have the skin tone
to pull it off—would do nicely. But,
and this is most important, you
need to buy a waistcoat with silk
to match the lining of your coat.
Waistcoats are the sexiest thing
ever. It’s just so... I don’t know
what the hell it is, but no one does
them anymore and they should,
goddamn it.

3.
If you have a nice butt
let us know it, would you please?
And I don’t mean by sagging your
pants to the ground, though I do
appreciate a throwback to my
middle school boyfriends. I mean
by wearing pants that actually fit.
4.
A-typical to the gay
boy stereotype, attempt to avoid
extremely loud colors for when
you’re lurking the streets during
daylight hours, it’s just so conspicuous. Find a few colors that really work for you, form your base,
include a few accent colors to add
interest, done. This does not apply
to night for my boys, of course, but
I doubt many straight men idolize
James St. James the way my boys
do. Oh, and everything must be a
natural fiber. Everything.
5.
Match your socks to
your pants, never your shoes.
6.
Your shoes, belt and
watchband, if leather, should all
match. This is an advanced fashion move, but oh-so effective.
Likewise, your cufflinks, watch
face—and band if metal—and
wedding ring—because, if one is
perfectly correct, he doesn’t wear
any jewelry beyond a wedding
ring—should all match, at least in
color. But why would you have a
wedding ring if you’re hitting on
chicks?
7.
3/4 sleeves make everyone look hotter, especially if it’s a
dress shirt rolled up right under
the elbow under a waistcoat.
Again, I have no idea why, it’s just
a fact of life—like how people take
Bill O’Riley seriously. It makes no
sense, but it’s true.
8.
Never ever ever ever
ever wear white shoes unless
you’re on a tennis court. Who do
you think you are, Elvis? If you’re
wearing an outfit that requires
white shoes, you’re either at a
1920s-themed garden party or
in need of more help than this
post can provide. Gucci tried to
make white shoes happen again
about two years ago. They failed.
If you’re not wearing black dress
shoes with a suit—unless it’s
brown tweed. Only the most specific of men can pull off a black/
brown combination without looking like a used car salesman—
then you’re wearing brown loafers with your weekend stuff.
I just yelled that last one at the
screen, I’m super emotional about
all this.
There, that’s about it. Men
have it so much easier, eight little steps and they can be a total
ladykiller. At least until she gets
a load of your personality. I’m so
glad we’ve had a chance to talk
about what’s really important in a
potential partner.

Debussy

Gamelan, the art exhibit, various
presentations, and the Cakewalk.
Kausky and Padilla planned the
event, and the Cakewalk and
dancing were handled by fifthyear Allison Shinnick and freshman Gabriella Makuc.

continued from page 1
during the end of Spring Term of
last year. In May, the piano department began planning the different components including the
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Women’s soccer ends season with strong weekend
Nils Soderlund
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
Lawrence University finished
their season this weekend with
two Midwest Conference games.
The Vikings faced the Buccaneers
of Beloit College on Saturday and
the Knights of St. Norbert College
on Sunday.
After a rough season, The
Vikings’ goal was to regain some
respectability in the conference, and that they did. Beloit

College, posting a clearly better
record than Lawrence, arrived at
Whiting Field West to play a hungry Vikings team.
The Vikings were very
poised and maintained majority
possession of the ball throughout the beginning of the first
half. Despite the Vikings’ domination, the Buccaneers pressed
the Vikings hard and produced
some good chances. However,
Midwest Conference Defensive
Player of the Week senior Cassie
Burke handled the Buccaneers’

efforts with ease, making eight
saves throughout the game.
Then, in the 26th minute, after a
failed attack down the right side;
freshman defender Genna Matt
switched the play. Feeding sophomore Caroline Borst with a ball in
the middle, Borst blasted home a
magnificent goal from outside the
box to put the Vikings up one-nil.
As the Vikings’ confidence grew,
so did the Buccaneers’ resolve.
Momentum started to shift a
little towards the Buccaneers at
the end of the half, but the score
kept the Vikings on top going into
intermission.
The Vikings continued to
dominate in the second half creating great opportunities and displaying a strong positional game.
The Buccaneers started to show
signs of fatigue as Lawrence pressured them, relentlessly. In the
51st minute Matt delivered a ball
to sophomore defender Amanda
Ollerer, who shook three players
before placing a nice ball, high and
out of reach for the Buccaneer’s
goaltender. Finally, in the 68th
minute after Matt’s third assist of
the game on a nice thread, freshman defender Patsy Kealey was
able to score her first career NCAA
goal finishing the Viking’s offen-

sive serge with a 3-0 victory.
The next day, 148 fans at
Whiting Field West on Sunday
witnessed a nail biter as Lawrence
University carried momentum
from Saturday’s win into their
match against St. Norbert College.
St. Norbert, one of the top teams
in the conference, was in need of a
win in order to clinch a spot in the
Midwest Conference tournament
action and looked shaky against
the strong playing Lawrence team.
The Knights were determined to keep the pressure on
Lawrence in the first half, outshooting the Vikings 10-2, but
thanks to some spectacular play
by Burke, St. Norbert was only
able to capitalize on a corner kick
in the 35th minute. The Knights
were surprised in the second half
by an offensively powerful Viking
team, who pushed St. Norbert up
against the ropes. The Vikings
displayed an array of dangerous
chances throughout the half and
especially in the final 10 minutes
of the contest, but St. Norbert was
able to hold on for the win.
The Vikings end their season
on a high note with two great
games adding another win to their
final record of 3-7 (4-13).

touchdowns and threw for
another. He ran 17 times for 103
yards, and in addition to that he
topped the 100-yard mark for the
second time this season! To even
top that, Barthelmess completed
14 out of 29 passes for a total of
207 yards. As for Mazur, he caught
six passes for 138 yards, scored a
touchdown and ran 11 times for a
total of 40 yards.
Even senior Ben Hartman
stated, “I think the play of the
game would go to Tyler Mazur for
a catch he pulled in on a third and
long situation. He and their safety
both went up for it and Ty won the
battle in the air, and that sustained
a drive for us that we ended up
scoring on.”
The Vikings started off strong
building a 17-0 lead. They took the
opening kick-off and marched 70
yards and in nine plays scored a
touchdown. Hartmann had a 25yard run, which got the Vikings a
first down at the Grinnell threeyard line. Barthelmess hit Mazur

with a touchdown pass on the
very next play. On Grinnell’s first
possession, they gave the ball
straight back to Lawrence, and
a few plays later the Vikes were
pulling ahead with a 14-0 lead.
On their next possession,
the Vikes drove all the way down
to the Pioneer’s five yard line.
Unable to score a touchdown on
this drive, the Vikings settled for a
23-yard field goal scored by senior
Cody Robel making the score 17-0
at the half.
On their first possession of
the second half, Grinnell scored a
touchdown with a 62-yard drive.
Later on in the third quarter
the Vikings got the ball at their
own two yard line. The Vikings
soon moved 98 yards down the
field in 13 plays and scored a
touchdown with just 15 seconds
left in the third quarter. Able to
convert all three third downs on
the drive, Lawrence soon got a
24-yard completion to sophomore
Dominque Dirden, getting them

to the Pioneer’s one-yard line.
Barthelmess scored just three
plays later, giving the Vikings a 17
point lead going into the fourth.
Grinnell answered with a 68yard touchdown pass cutting the
lead to only a 10-point difference
with 6:28 left in the game. The
unstoppable Vikes held the
Pioneers and were able to run out
the clock giving them the win with
a final score of 24-14!
Hartman commented, “I
think the reason we won was that
we didn’t have a weak spot the
whole game—offense, defense
and special teams all played well
the whole game.” With a rough last
couple of games, this win meant
a lot to the Vikes. “We’ve been
long overdue for a win, so it was
a great momentum builder going
into next week’s contest against
Knox” Barthelmess added. The
Vikes will travel to Knox College
this Saturday.

Last
Wednesday,
Oct.
24, about 10-12 of the men’s
basketball team arrived at the
Boys and Girls Club, got a tour
of the facility, and then spent the
next hour or so shooting buckets
and playing basketball with the
kids.
Borreson commented, “We
really just went into a gym with
basketballs and hung out with
youth of all different ages for a
while. It was definitely a cool time
because we were able to use the
sport we love to connect with
kids that we had never even met
prior to showing up that day; it
was awesome to see basketball
being used as a tool to build
relationships in the community
around Lawrence.
“The opportunity to give back
to our community is what made
the experience so rewarding,” said
Borresen. Klusendorf added, “We
plan on going back there to hoop
it up with the kids again in the

spring!”
The team was able to set
up a Saturday in early October
to volunteer with Habitat for
Humanity. The Vikings were
able to spend an entire morning
landscaping the yard of a Habitat
home that was near completion
here in Appleton.
Borresen added, “We graded
the yard, seeded, laid straw, and
even set up the sprinkler system
for the yard. We had the chance
to meet a really cool older man
named Bill, the task leader,
who shared with us his passion
for volunteering and helping
families without homes in the
Fox Cities area. The best part
about the Habitat for Humanity
landscape work that we did was
seeing the difference we made
by transforming the undulating
yard into a smoothly seeded,
soon-to-be lawn in the spring.
We are planning on heading back
to the site soon to see the home

dedication and meet the family
that will be moving in this fall.”
Both
Borresen
and
Klusendorf highly recommend
these volunteer opportunities
to others. As Klusendorf put it, “
These opportunities don’t require
absurd amounts of time, only a
few hours, but it makes the world
of difference to the people we
helped.”
Similarly
put,
Borresen
added, “Not only are they very
tangible volunteer opportunities,
but they serve as great ways
to bridge the community of
Appleton with the community of
Lawrence. I think I can speak for
our team when I say we’re excited
about getting back out into the
community and giving back as the
year moves forward.”
Good job guys, keep up the
good work!

Amanda Ollerer, Jenny Angeli, and Caroline Borst. Photo by Paul Wilke

Grinnell College falls to determined football team
Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
Last weekend, the Vikings
traveled to Iowa to take on the
Pioneers of Grinnell College. With
a seven-hour bus ride to get the
players to the field, away games
can take a toll on the team. Senior
quarterback Luke Barthelmess
stated, “The biggest issue with
away games is probably just that it
throws off your daily routine. The
long bus ride, sleeping in a different
bed, buffet meals, etc., those are
the things that have a potential
mental or physical impact on how
players are prepared. It’s just a
matter of overcoming those petty
irritations as a team.” Despite
these obstacles, the Vikes walked
on the field ready to dominate the
Pioneers.
Barthelmess and fellow
senior Tyler Mazur seemed
to have the game of their
lives. Barthelmess ran for two

Standings
School

MWC Overall

Footballl
Lake Forest
Illinois Col.
St. Norbert
Carroll
Monmouth
Cornell
Ripon
Grinnell
Lawrence
Knox
Beloit

8-0
6-1
6-1
5-2
4-3
3-4
3-4
2-5
2-5
1-6
0-8

8-1
7-1
6-2
6-2
4-4
3-5
3-5
2-6
2-6
1-7
0-9

8-1-1
7-1-2
7-2-1
7-3
7-3
4-5-1
3-5-2
3-7
3-7
2-7-1
0-10

12-5-1
12-3-3
9-6-3
7-8-1
12-5-1
10-6-2
7-9-2
7-9-1
4-13
4-13-1
3-14

9-1
8-1-1
6-3-1
6-4
5-3-2
5-4-1
3-6-1
3-6-1
2-6-2
2-6-2
0-9-1

14-3-1
10-7-1
11-4-1
9-7-1
8-7-3
8-8-1
6-11-1
3-13-1
7-8-3
6-9-2
0-17-1

Women’s Soccer
Lake Forest *#
St. Norbert *
Monmouth *
Grinnell *
Carroll
Ripon
Illinois Col.
Beloit
Lawrence
Cornell
Knox
Men’s Soccer
Lake Forest *#
Carroll *
Beloit *
Grinnell *
St. Norbert
Lawrence
Ripon
Monmouth
Illinois Col.
Knox
Cornell

* - Qualify for MWC Tournament
# - Clinch MWC Championship and
top seed in MWC Tournamentt

Men’s basketball volunteers in Appleton Community
Ellie Galvin
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
Even though they have
practices daily and study for long
hours in the library, the Lawrence
University men’s basketball still
finds time to do good things for
others.
Recently,
the
team
volunteered at the Boys and Girls
Club and Habitat for Humanity.
The Vikings heard about the
Boys and Girls Club from Head
Men’s Basketball Coach and
Assistant Director of Athletics
Joel DePagter, while sophomore
Andrew Borresen helped to
organize the team to participate
in Habitat for Humanity. Senior
Conor Klusendorf said that as
soon as the men heard about these
opportunities, they “decided as a
team to take advantage of them, as
they are a great way to give back to
the community.”

Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
October 31, 2012.
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Cross Country MWC race
Alex York
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
After
having
unseated
Grinnell last year from their position as conference champions for
the previous fourteen years, the
Lawrence University men’s cross
country team finished second to
Grinnell as the Pioneers reclaimed
their title with a vengeance.
“Grinnell is a great team,”
commented Head Coach Jason
Fast. “We beat them last year, and
you could tell from the moment
the gun went off they wanted their
title back.” Grinnell finished with a
team total of 33 points. Lawrence
was second with 93 points and
St. Norbert finished in third with
106 points. Fast stated, “[Grinnell
was] anything but under the radar
for us.”
Individually,
the
first
Lawrentian to cross the line
was junior Curran Carlile from
Portland, Oregon. Carlile covered the 8,000-meter course in
25:52 to finish sixth overall. Right
behind him was teammate Sam
Stevens. The senior from Suamico,
Wisc. finished seventh in 25:58.
Sophomore Kyle Dockery from
Barrington, Ill. finished third for
the Vikings in 26:27.
Behind him was junior Jamie
Brisbois from Falcon Heights,
Minn., who finished the race in
26:43. Junior Dan Thoresen

finished up the scoring for the
Vikings with his time of 27:13.
“We had very few runners
improve on their conference finish from last year and in college
if you aren’t moving forward you
are going backwards,” noted Fast.
“That’s exactly what we did.”
For the Vikings women, it was
not their best showing. However,
it was not entirely the fault of
the runners. The team finished
in eighth overall, but they did so
without two of their top runners.
“We lost one of our varsity runners on Friday to an emergency
surgery,” noted Fast. “We lost
another one of our varsity runners during the race to an asthma
attack.”
On the positive side, freshman Clare Bruning from Mondovi,
Wisconsin ran a phenomenal
race. She was the top freshman
in the conference and was one
place away from the best finish
for a Lawrence University freshman ever. Bruning covered the
6000 meters in 23:12 to finish
seventh overall. Freshman Cora
Williams from Brentwood, Calif.,
finished second for the Vikings
in 25:13. Katherine Dannecker, a
junior from Milwaukee, finished
in 25:37. Junior Anna Ratliff from
Elmhurst, Ill. finished in 26:08,
See Cross Country on page 11

Volleyball finishes season
Ellie Galvin
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
The Lawrence University
women’s volleyball team faced
three tough matches this past
week against the Green Knights
from St. Norbert College, the
Rams from Cornell College and
finally the Pioneers from Grinnell
College. The Vikings went 0-3
overall.
Senior Beth Larsen said that
the games against St. Norbert
and Cornell “were both very
difficult matches for our team. We
played the toughest teams in the
conference at the very end of the

season.”
Unfortunately for the Vikings,
three of their starters were
benched for those matches. “That
was tough, but I think it made us
better as a team. It gave certain
people the opportunity to step up
and play positions they weren’t
necessarily comfortable with,”
said Larsen. Senior Jenna Picha
stepped up into the rightside
position at the last minute to
accommodate the lineup change,
while junior Kate Rosenbalm also
had to step up to set for the team.
Larsen explained that “the setter is
See Volleyball on page 11

Men’s soccer beats Beloit
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer
_____________________________________

The 2012 men’s soccer season concluded last weekend with
a bittersweet win for the Vikings.
Although Lawrence fell just short
of earning a spot in the Midwest
Conference tournament, their
triumph over third place Beloit
College was a fitting high point on
which to end the season.
On Saturday, Oct. 27,
Lawrence University hosted Beloit
(11-4-1, 6-3-1 MWC) at Whiting

Athletes of the week
by: Amanda Ollerer

David Caprile: Men’s Soccer
1. What was your favorite part of your career
here at Lawrence?
My favorite part of my career at Lawrence was last
year, when we played St. Norbert College at home and
Taiju saved a penalty kick with 20 seconds left to preserve
the win for us.
2. What will you miss most about playing for
LU?
The thing I’m going to miss most about playing at
Lawrence is listening to Mike and Mahoney tell everyone
how Jack3d they are every practice.
3. How did it feel to change positions for your
senior year from midfielder to defense?
Changing positions this year brought a new perspective. I had a much better view to watch Simeon’s highlight
reel plays, for which we’ve given him the nickname “game
tape.”
4. What would you say was your biggest accomplishment playing at LU?
My biggest accomplishment playing at LU was making the Midwest Conference tournament my sophomore
and junior years, and barely missing the tourney this year.
5. If you could have any super power, what would
it be and why?
If I could choose any superpower, I would choose
mind control and help Kevin make the decision to look
less like a bumblebee in goal.

Photo courtesy of David Caprile

Liz Burke: Women’s Soccer Manager
1) What is the hardest part of your job and why?
The hardest part of my job is definitely taking Panera
orders for the whole team because they like to procrastinate
and send me them five minutes before the deadline. I always
have to send the girls harassing e-mails about getting their
orders in. It gets a little crazy sometimes. The Facebook page
gets spammed with my posts about food.
2) What is your favorite part of your job and why?
Retrieving the soccer balls that fly into the woods is
definitely my favorite part of the job. It’s an adventure every
time! One day I found, like, four soccer balls back there from
way earlier in the season. I was pretty excited.
3) Why did you decide to be the manager of the
women’s soccer team?
I decided to be the manager of the women’s soccer team
since it was my older sister, Cassie’s, last year on the team and
I wanted to share that with her. Also, I had met a lot of the
girls on the team beforehand and I loved them all.
4) What was the weirdest or craziest thing you ever
had to do?
One time Coach Lisa asked me to laminate these nametags for the players. However, she didn’t really know how to
Photo courtesy of Liz Burke
work the laminator, so Mary Jo and I spent close to an hour trying to
get one nametag laminated. We finally figured out that the laminator
wasn’t turned on since the outlet was broken. Needless to say, we were a little embarrassed.
5) If you could have any superpower to help benefit your job, what would it be and why?
If I could have one superpower it would definitely super strength, so I could pump all of your soccer
balls in like 30 seconds. I could also carry all of your equipment out in one trip instead of five and not
look like I’m dying walking up the stairs from the basement of Alex with five bags on my back.

Field West for the last game of the
regular season. A sizable crowd
of enthusiastic spectators cheered
on the Vikings as they fought
their way to victory in sunny, cool
weather.
Lawrence outplayed the
Buccaneers from the very start,
delivering six shots on the goal to
Beloit’s three in the first period.
Junior Joe Cullen led the charge
with a high shot within the first ten
minutes of play and another nearmiss just before the half. Beloit
senior Jackson Wilkins struck
back after Cullen’s initial shot, but

his attempt was shut down by
Lawrence senior Kevin Aslett’s
stellar goalkeeping skills. Beloit’s
remaining shots were supplied
by senior Marc Robinson, who
missed the net wide on his first
attempt and was denied by Aslett
on his second. Lawrence senior
Karl Mayer also fired unsuccessfully early on, and the Vikings’
other attempts on the goal, shot
by juniors Dan O’Mahoney and

Erich Lohrmann and sophomore
Stephen Salansky, were effectively
saved by Beloit goalkeeper sophomore BJ Kiser.
Going into the second
period the Vikings cranked the
intensity up a notch, multiplying their aims for the Beloit goal
while keeping the Bucs’ attempts
low. Wilkins opened the half for
Beloit with an early shot that just
missed the net, and Lawrence

junior Cameron Pieper retaliated
with one of his own three minutes later. Cullen and Mayer followed suit soon after, Cullen with
two overshots and Mayer with an
attack that Kiser saved at 52:06.
Robinson targeted the Viking goal
unsuccessfully in the 60th minute,
and Kiser prevented a shot by

Beloit opponents 110-70, and the
women came out 130-63 over
Beloit’s women’s team.
For the women’s team, freshman Hayley Cardinal, junior
Hannah Gabriel and senior Julia
Heller each had multiple victories to lead their team to victory. Cardinal placed first in the
women’s 200 meter IM and 100

meter breaststroke, with times of
2:30.24 and 1:12.07 respectively,
showing an impressive start as a
freshman competitor.
Gabriel took first in the
women’s 200 meter freestyle
with a time of 2:03.68 and in the
women’s 500 meter freestyle at
5:28.83. Heller dominated in the
women’s 50 meter freestyle at

27.36 and the women’s 100 meter
freestyle at 59.37. All three of the
women also participated in winning medley’s for Lawrence.
Lawrence juniors Evan Flack
and Cameron Gmehlin aided in
the men’s domination by pulling
out multiple victories over their
Beloit competitors. Flack led the
shorter freestyle events, as he

took first in the men’s 50 freestyle
with a time of 23.17, along with
winning the men’s 100 freestyle at
51.22. Gmehlin also had a strong
meet, as he placed first in the
men’s 200 meter IM coming in at
2:10.55, as well as the men’s 100
meter breaststroke at 1:06.76.

See Soccer on page 7

Lawrence swimming finds great success against Beloit College
Mackenzie Dwyer
Staff Writer
_____________________________________
The Lawrence University
swim teams took on Beloit College
on Saturday, Oct. 27 to open their
season with outstanding victories
from both the men and women’s
teams. The men defeated their

See Swimming on page 12
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Student experiences Argentinian protest
Alyssa Villaire
For The Lawrentian

_______________________________________________

On a chilly spring night in the middle of
September, I found myself in the middle of a
passionate protest in the streets of Buenos
Aires.
And we were quite literally in the
streets. The Argentine police force had
already blocked off Avénida de Córdoba
when my friend and I arrived, and as my
friend and I walked amongst the crowd,
we soon realized that this was not the only
impassable road: Avenida 9 de julio—which
translates to the 9th of July Avenue, the date
that Argentina celebrates its independence
each year—was also completely cut off
from traffic.
This was an incredible sight to behold.
9 de julio Avenue is famous for being the
widest highway in the world, with seven
lanes running in each direction for most
of its length. And for once, it was not filled
with commuters driving home from work;
instead, these drivers were forced onto
the side streets, which left many of them
grumbling angrily and occasional shouting Spanish obscenities at the protestors.
Sometimes, they even threatened to run
us over. Whether it was because they were
against the cause that these thousands of
Argentines were protesting or because they
just wanted to get home, I couldn’t say.
And what were all of these Argentines
in the middle of the world’s widest avenue
in Argentina’s capital city fighting for? They
were there to protest against President
Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner’s proposal
to ban the sale of any foreign currency in
Argentina.
Kirchner, who Argentines simply refer
to as Cristina, already caused an uproar
when she banned the purchase of US dol-

lars in the country earlier this year. Many
Argentines preferred to pay important bills,
such as monthly rent, in dollars, which are
more stable than the Argentine peso. When
she announced she wanted to stop the
purchase of all foreign currencies in order
to protect Argentina’s foreign reserves, the
country went into an uproar. Many people
were also there to protest rising crime rates
and President Kirchner.
The Argentines were infuriated, and
they made sure it was known, banging on
pots and pans, blowing whistles and singing national songs as we made our way
down a street in Barrio Norte, one of the
wealthier neighborhoods of Buenos Aires.
As I walked around with my video camera,
filming the events, people would stop me so
that I could film the words they had chalked
on the ground or the designs and slogans on
their signs.
“I’m here,” one Argentine woman told
me in Spanish, “because my government
wants to take my liberty away. This government has not protected my rights, and now
it is working to take them away.”
The protection of their rights by the
government is especially crucial for the
Argentines because of their recent political turmoil. Since arriving here in June on
a study abroad program with Lawrence, I
have discovered that Argentina’s not-sodistant past is still part of the present as a
very visible scar on the face of this country.
From 1976-1983, Argentina was led
by a military dictatorship called the Junta,
who facilitated the “Proceso Nacional de
Reorganización”—which translates as the
National Reorganization Process. During
the Proceso, as it was usually called,
Argentines were frequently kidnapped,
imprisoned and executed in horrifying
ways—all by their own government.
Before I arrived in Buenos Aires, my
research showed that NGOs had estimated

that the number of people who went missing in Argentina during the Proceso ranged
from 8,000-11,000—this includes an estimate from Amnesty International.
But, after arriving in Buenos Aires, I
found that Argentines are convinced that
not 11,000, but at least 30,000 people went
missing from their country during this time.
Whether this is an honest statistic or
not, it is something many Argentines have
in the back of their minds permanently, as
a reminder of what their country suffered
from under this military dictatorship, one
that promised to restore democracy and
instead ended up murdering its own citizens and censoring the media to cover it up.
During the protest, it was clear that
the Argentines had not forgotten this, as
they held signs that not only protested the
proposed legislation but also the rumors
that Kirchner was planning to modify the
constitution so that she can serve as presi-

dent beyond her current term, which would
otherwise be her last.
It was clear that thousands of
Argentines, who protested that night not
only in Buenos Aires but also in Córdoba
and Rosario, Argentina’s next biggest cities,
were thinking back to those years when
their government turned against them. And
it was also clear that they had decided that
they would not let that happen again.
But this is all just scratching the surface
of the issues currently facing this vibrant
Latin American country, a country that I
have grown to love. I would encourage
anyone who is interested in both Spanish
and politics to consider studying abroad in
Buenos Aires. And that cliché about studying abroad changing your life? Turns out
it’s a cliché for a reason—as I’ve lived here
for the past few months, that has certainly
been the case for me.

Massive Movement is a brand new
dance group at Lawrence that originated
from LU Hip Hop. The group’s main focus
was to bring a brand new culture of dance
that has not been showcased enough at
Lawrence.
“We wanted to start something different,” said president and junior Jessica
Robbins. “There are other groups on campus but I have not seen some street hip hop.
So it’s interesting to bring modern Hip hop
dance from Lawrence students rather than
getting people from outside to perform for
us.”
Although Hip Hop was one of the main
influences of Massive Movement, members have expressed there was more to the
group than what many Lawrentians think
is Hip Hop.
“What we try to focus on is commercial
hip hop,” said choreographer and freshman

Kenneth Herrera. “The dances that you see
on TV like behind Chris Brown and Janet
Jackson. There’s structure, swag, style, patterns and transitions. That’s what I like to
do because that’s what I learned.”
In addition to Hip Hop, Massive
Movement is also trying to expose themselves and the Lawrence community to
different dances including modern and
contemporary dance, jazz and Bollywood,
which will be taught by freshman Gintu
Kottarathil. Even though members of
Massive Movement wants to promote their
dance cultures, they are also opened to
learning other dances and welcomes people
in different genres to come in and incorporate their dancing styles within the group.
“Massive movement is not only affiliated with hip hop,” said Herrera. “The president and vice president might not know
what you want, but you are more than able

to teach us.”
Massive Movement is not just a dance
class that teaches people about different
dances, but it is a dance group that requires
that involvement of all its members’ commitment and ideas and this was one of
the main causes of the flash mob that took
place.
“The whole idea arrived because
we wanted to do something different at
Lawrence,” said Vice President and sophomore Da’jia Cornick. “But it was the ideas of
different members of the group that really
inspired us.”
“It was just the huge interest level of
the members that contributed to it,” said
Robbins. “I’ve never seen anything like this
done at Lawrence. I’ve seen swing dance
put on performance in the cafeteria but it

Photo courtesy of Alyssa Villaire

Massive Movement gains prominance on campus
Andre Augustine
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

In the middle of October, as students
were getting ready for the reading period,
Lawrentians received as surprising treat
as they were eating dinner and conversing with friends at the Andrew Commons
cafeteria. A group of students wearing all
black emerged from different areas of the
room chanting and jumping and hyping up
the crowd of Lawrence students.
Immediately following, music blasted,
ceasing the normal talking and eating, and
the group of students broke out in striking
choreography. Before this surprising event,
Lawrence students had absolutely no idea
what was about to occur, but afterwards,
Lawrentians finally got a taste of a new
movement that is in the process of growing.

Photo by Megan Farrer

See Massive Movement on page 7
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Students give input on 2012 campaign media
Jeff Mollet
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

Now that the last of the presidential
debates are over, incumbent Barack Obama
and Governor Mitt Romney will be making a
mad dash to the finish line as they increase
their campaign ads and overall presence
in crucial swing states such as Colorado,
Florida, Iowa, Ohio, Virginia and
Wisconsin. Not only is this the most
expensive campaign in presidential history—Obama and Romney
have together raised over $2 billion—but the candidates are also
essentially tied in the polls. The
only thing that is certain is that this
election will not fail to be exciting
come next Tuesday.
For the past month,
Obama has maintained
a slight lead over his
opponent, but after
the debates they have
landed almost dead
even, with the CNN
Polling Center placing
Obama at 47 percent to
Romney at 48 percent as
of Oct. 29. Obama’s lackluster debut in the first
presidential debate leveled out the playing field,
but most political scientists
seem to suggest that
the debates do not have
that great of an effect on
voters’ opinions overall. In his Oct. 3 article,
Dylan Matthews of The
Huffington Post cites
that the polling impact
of the first presidential
debate is relatively small at an average shift
of 2.3 percentage points. The Washington
Post seems to concur. In an article from
early September of this year, they suggested that although new information is
relayed through the debates, information
is not likely to change many voters’ minds
as a large majority of people who watch the
debates are politically invested and are usually party loyalists. Furthermore, they posit
that because the debates occur late in the
campaign, most people have usually made
their decision by that point.
What does appear to have a significant
effect is the media spin—campaign ads and
either left- or right-wing-affiliated news
stations. In the same article, Matthews provides an experiment conducted during the
2004 election between John Kerry and former President George W. Bush in which 25
voters watched the debate with no analysis
afterwards, 25 watched the debate and
saw commentary from NBC News, and 24

Massive Movement
continued from page 6

was all advertised and people knew about
it. But I’ve never seen anyone just come out
of nowhere and start dancing in the cafeteria. I’ve only seen it in movies.”
But despite the success of the flash mob
and the positive responses, it produced a
feeling of fear of joining rather than their
intended goal to generate interests in joining.
“I talked to a lot of people about it and
some of them said, ‘I really love your dance
you guys are amazing,’ and I said, ‘Okay,
cool. You should come dance with us” said
Cornick. “And when I said that, they were
like ‘no. I don’t dance like you guys.You guys
are like professional.’”
Although many people may feel this
way about the group, Massive Movement
wants people to know that they are not
looking for people with any dance experience or any particular dancing skill.
“You have to be very motivated and it

watched the debate and saw commentary
from CNN. Those who only watched the
debate thought that Kerry had won, whereas those who watched the debate with the
NBC follow up thought that Bush had won,
and finally those who watched the debate
with the CNN follow up didn’t have that
great of an effect with 43 percent thinking
Kerry won, 38 percent thinking Bush won,
and 19 percent thinking neither candidate
won. As frightening as it is to think that
media spin can significantly influence voters, it is a sad truth of any
campaign.
Upon being asked about the
debates and the effect of media,
most Lawrentians seem to
be extremely invested in this
election and have given much
thought to the effect of the
debates and the media in
general. Senior class president Andrew Kraemer
stated, “I thought the
debates were

trated with how much Obama and Romney
were cutting each other off and making
immature insults. I think Obama did the
best job because he has had experience
as Commander in Chief that Romney has
not, and I stand by a lot of what Obama has
achieved—especially Obamacare. It’s hard
to say that there was a clear winner, but I
stand by Obama.
With regard to the influence of
the media, Junior Jack Canfield
said, “As someone who grew up
and around affluent and educated folks, it was hard for me
to understand how someone
could vote based on a 30-second
ad. However, the truth is that the
only political information that a
significant portion of the population receives is through television advertisements.

ELECTION

2012
awesome. I anticipated
Obama to be a stronger debater due to
his strong speaking skills. Was there a real
winner? I don’t know—Obama definitely
didn’t look good in the first debate, but in
my opinion, the last two did not present a
clear ‘winner’ or an overall ‘winner.’ I think
the media is extremely influential! People
read The New York Times, The Huffington
Post and watch CNN and Fox News to get
informed. Very few people read full speeches or watch all of the debates. Favorite zinger: The bayonet line. Most media-inflated
comment: “binders full of women.”
Senior Caitlin Buhr was “impressed by
both candidates. I don’t support Romney,
but I was impressed with him. The weeks
leading up to the debates, he looked pretty
bad. I think a lot of people saw him as
this guy who couldn’t relate to the middle class—but after the first debate, he
looked like a relatable person. I was frus-

So while we complain
about the volume of these ads around this
time of year, politically they are effective.
Remember, these ads don’t have to be accurate, either. Anybody can pay for advertising claiming pretty much anything they
want, and if a person sees the same ad 10
times in a week, whether the ad is factual or
not, an idea has been implanted.”
When asked about whether he thought
Lawrence was a politically active campus, Canfield responded, “Yes. I think that
because we are a smaller school it can
sometimes feel inactive, but I don’t think
this is the case. I think Lawrence is going
to have a great voter turnout percentage.”
President of College Democrats and
junior Polly Dalton elaborated on what she
enjoyed about the political atmosphere at
Lawrence. She said, “What I like about LU
is that most of the students are interested
in voting, educating themselves on how to

takes a lot of skill to be motivated so I guess
we are asking for a skilled dancer,” said
Herrera. “But we try to make it equally as
fun and hard at the same time. What we’re
looking for is someone who’s willing to
learn and work to get the steps.”
“I was never a professional dancer,” said
Cornick. “I never went to any classes or
anything like that. I’m just here to have fun.”
Massive Movement consists of many
beginners so a lot of people in the group are
not only exposing themselves to dancing
but also performing.
“Even though the flashmob was a good
way of promoting our group, it was also
good practice of performing,” said Herrera.
“That’s probably the most intense feeling
because there are all kinds of people watching you from every angle. So you have to be
perfect from the front, back, left and right.”
Massive Movement evolved from being
a dance club in which people teach you how
to dance into an actual dance group that
prepares for actual performances.
“We’re planning on participating in
even more events on campus because I do

not want this to be a dance group that just
comes out for cabaret and that’s it. I want
our involvement on campus to be consistent,” said Cornick.
“I want this group to become a school
spirit type of thing.” said Robbins. “I want
people to see our dance group as a representation of Lawrence. I want this group
to change the Lawrence environment and
make it better.”
Massive Movement is still in the process
of making life at Lawrence and more exciting. In fact, they will be performing for the
halftime shows for the first home men’s
and women’s basketball games on Nov. 15,
thus proving that this group is about to be
a movement that is consistently growing.
“I see this dance group being a legacy on
campus,” said Herrera. “Being a role model
that proves that something this small can
grow into something big on this campus. I
hope this dance group will stay alive and
that no one will give up on it.”
For more information about Massive
Movement, contact Robbins.

vote, and encouraging others—regardless
of political view—to vote as well. You can’t
complain if you don’t vote.”
Regrettably, the publication deadline resulted in limited time to hear back
from the College Democrats and College
Republicans, and the only group available
at press time was the College Dems.
The zeal seen on campus for the election serves as a microcosm for the rest of
the country—there is a lot riding on this
presidential race. Obama entered the
presidency at a dismal time—the economic crisis, the loss of jobs, the bailouts, the war in Afghanistan, the partisan divide, etc. Fast forward to 2012,
and it is still a difficult time with a
lot of uncertainty as to where
our nation is heading. With a
race this close, many people
speculate on the possibility
of a recount and whether
there will be a definite
winner by Tuesday night
or even Wednesday morning. Frighteningly, these
speculations echo the
recount debacle seen in the
2000 election between Bush
and Al Gore. Many people
fear a repeat.
An interesting article
was published in the Chicago
Tribune
Tuesday
that
explained what would happen if there was a tie in
the Electoral College.
According to the article, a tie would result
in a delay in which the
new president would
not be announced
until all the electors
formally cast their
votes on Dec. 17. The
Constitution states that in the
event of an electoral tie, the decision goes
to the incoming House of Representatives
in which each state gets only one vote.
Assuming the Republicans retain the
majority, it would seem that Romney would
be the obvious victor. However, things could
get much more complicated. Although the
Republicans represent the majority in the
House, Democrats have the majority in the
Senate. Although the House votes for the
president during a tie, the Senate votes for
the Vice President. Following the article, if
Democrats maintain control of the upper
chamber, many believe they would most
likely choose Vice President Joe Biden. So
there you have it—in the case of an electoral tie, we could potentially see Mitt Romney
as president and Joe Biden as his VP.

Men’s Soccer

continued from page 5
LU senior Mason Cannon at the 63 minute
mark.
The momentum culminated firmly
in the Vikings’ favor as Cullen, assisted
by Mayer and sophomore Oliver Newsom,
edged past Beloit’s defense at 66:58 to
score the game’s first and only goal. To
make up for his error, Beloit goalkeeper Kiser saved two more shots, Cullen’s
sixth attempt of the game and a header
by Lohrmann in the 86th minute of play.
Beloit junior Sean Little fired the Bucs’ final
shot later on in the half, but was denied by
Aslett, whose save secured his fourth shutout of the season.
A final score of 1-0 earned a welldeserved win for the Vikings, bringing
their final record to 8-8-1 and 5-4-1 in the
Midwest Conference.
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“The Drowsy Chaperone” a rousing musical success
By Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The
Lawrence
theatre
department made an excellent
musical choice in “The Drowsy
Chaperone.” The story, written
in the ‘90s, set mostly in the ‘20s,
was both uniquely constructed
and hysterical.
Judging by the uproarious
laughter from the crowd every
few lines, the Friday evening show
was a major success. The cast was
in fine form, both vocally and
comically, and the couples were
well matched to play off each others’ energy. Everything from the
costumes, to the set and to the
singing in this musical was fantastic. The lack of an intermission
actually helped keep the production from becoming too drawn
out and held true to its wacky and
rather alternative nature.
While I personally found the
narrator to be too intrusive at
times, transfer student David
Pecsi’s acting was phenomenal
nonetheless and he often had me
laughing more than any other
character. Without him, some of
the more ridiculous aspects of the
‘20s musical he plays may have
been lost on the audience.
The voices, however, could def-

initely stand on their own. A substantial number of the actors who
played primary characters, including Aldolpho, Feldzieg, George,
Kitty, Robert and the Drowsy
Chaperone herself, are juniors this
year, but have been participating
in musicals, concerts and operas
from their first year. Reflecting
on their performances as freshman and comparing them to those
in “The Drowsy Chaperone,” their
progress as vocalists is astounding. While their performances as
freshmen were completely stellar,
the vocals in Drowsy Chaperone
reached a professional level.
Junior Jon Stombres energized
the audience as the best man and
Gabriella Guilfoil’s voice in “As We
Stumble Along” left us in awe.
The chemistry of the pairs
was also pure brilliance. Junior
Daniel Vinitsky and Guilfoil’s performances as Aldolpho and the
Drowsy Chaperone were riotous on their own and downright
hysterical together. Senior Tory
Wood and senior Will Doreza’s
performances as Mrs. Tottendale
and “Underling” were just as brilliant as they were cute. Finally,
Stombres and senior Alex York
gave a notable tap dance performance in “Cold Feet” that was just
as impressive as it was cheesy.
Personally, I felt that the most

Dylan Evans , Phillip Jindra, and Mitchell Kasprzyk as Feldzied and the gangsters
Photo provided

notably hilarious part of the musical was when the narrator leaves
us listening to the second record
of “The Drowsy Chaperone” and
instead we see the actors perform
a number from “The Enchanted
Nightingale” as the man’s records
have been mixed up. While this
break from the actors’ personas
may have been a bit jolting, it only
added to the zany feel of “The
Drowsy Chaperone.”
The part of the musical set in

the ‘20s wrapped up in an intentionally predictable and over-thetop fashion, with all four couples
deciding to get married on a flight
to Rio. However, the true ending
of the musical was more somber
in fashion. The narrator gives us
a deeper insight into his own personal feelings towards the musical and we learn that his love
for the musical and the Drowsy
Chaperone herself stems from his
mother’s love of the musical and

the hard times they experienced.
From there the deeper meaning
is deduced: that these silly and
excessive musicals lift us out of
harsher realities and transporting
us to a safer and happier place.
The entire cast then closed the
show out with a happier rendition
of “As We Stumble Along,” and I
believe the audience did indeed
leave happier and more content
then they were when they arrived.

Comedian J-L Cauvin performs “The Secret of Kells”
shows capabilities of
animation

By Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Last Thursday, Oct. 25, the
Café was transformed into a comedy club. The tables donned
white tablecloths. Only the dancing flames of the table candles and
the stage lights lit the room. The
mood was set, and students were
ready for some laughs.
SOUP,
the
Student
Organization for University
Programming, sponsored New
York comedians John Potilla and
J-L Cauvin to perform. The Café
setting was the perfect atmosphere for their self-deprecating
humor, as both comedians commented on how the loud espresso
machine was stealing the show, or
how they were getting heckled by
the panini machine.
Potilla, a short and slightly
balding Italian gentleman, opened
the show. The 29-year-old New
York native focused on topics
including his Italian heritage, life
in the big city and just recently
moving out of his parents’ house.
He depicted himself as that creepy
guy at the nightclub, which got
some laughs. Other jokes, like riffing on the “best thing since sliced
bread” saying, bombed—which he
took full responsibility for.
Cauvin then took the stage.
The half-Haitian, half-Irish giant
used his mixed race to his advantage, cracking many jokes about
Africans. He explained how he
didn’t have enough money to
sponsor a poor African child for
7 cents after just having spent 10
dollars helping a depressed kitten.
From there, he explained that it
would probably be wise to invest
in 10,000 African kids for 7 cents
each, banking on the odds that two
of them may be the next Dikembe
Mutombo. The diverse crowd in
the cafe was overall accepting and
appreciative of these jokes.
Jokes about pornography were
also effective. Cauvin used his

By Nathan Lawrence
Web Manager

____________________________________

J-L Cauvin performs in the elegantly transformed café
Photo by Dan Nguyen

age difference to rouse the crowd,
explaining that before computers,
you needed to buy dirty magazines. He comedically reenacted
his first encounter, buying a dirty
magazine from a newsstand.
Cauvin could relate to the
Lawrence crowd with ease, as
he attended Williams College,
another Division-3, small liberal arts college. After Williams,
he went to Georgetown for law,
and became a prosecutor in the
Bronx. He told some humorous
stories about how his romanticized view of prostitutes from
movies like “Pretty Woman” got
turned on their head. He also said

that if he were to ever go back to
a law firm, it would be as a janitor,
where he would proceed to play
Matt Damon’s role in “Good Will
Hunting,” but in a law context.
With a spot-on Obama impression, Cauvin ended his nearly
hour-long set. Though both comedians commented on the strangeness of the Café setting, despite
the “elegant” setup, it seemed as
if both performers were happy
they made the trip out here and
appeared appreciative of the
small but attentive audience.

As a film viewer or critic, it
often seems easy to overlook animation as a technique or genre
due to its potentially superficial appearance and its apparent
determination to shy away from
the tough issues in favor of a “family friendly” G or PG MPAA rating.
However, ignoring or dismissing
animation as frivolous or shallow
is an enormous mistake.
As a much less physically
restricted medium, animation
gives the filmmaker a much clearer path towards the fulfillment of
their vision. Animation becomes
a study of “mise en scene” at its
purest as the filmmakers control every single detail of what
is shown on screen. New styles
and visual motifs like computer
based animation, Claymation, and
the ever popular anime constantly
emerge and make surges into and
out of popularity, providing a view
into the film viewing audience’s
current visual tastes.
Then, sometimes, an animated
film moves well beyond the realm
of simple entertainment and,
despite its seemingly harmless
appearance, carries a deep philosophical backbone. Such is the
case with Tom Moore and Nora
Twomey’s 2009 film, “The Secret
of Kells.”
“The Secret of Kells” follows
Brendan (Evan McGuire), a young
boy who is nephew to the abbot of
the Village of Kells, as he discovers the secrets behind the village’s
past and eventually works to help
assemble the legendary Book of
Kells. However, plot alone is not
what makes “The Secret of Kells”
interesting. The power and philosophical intellect of “The Secret

of Kells” can be found in what it
suggests about art and the artist’s
vision. According to the film, truly
great art is not just created, but
inspired by vision beyond what
one normally possesses; art transcends creation itself.
Fittingly, “The Secret of Kells”
is a beautiful movie. The film
uses the bright, saturated colors
endemic to most western animation, yet uses them in new and
interesting ways. The design of
every character seems to be consciously and carefully planned not
just to look nice, but to reflect
the aspects of their personality
as well. The harsher or sterner
a character is, the more straight
lines appear in that character’s
design.
The music in “The Secret
of Kells” is also remarkable. By
fusing modern film scoring and
electronic techniques with tradition Irish melodies, scorer Bruno
Coulais creates incredibly unique,
detailed, and interesting textures
the likes of which I have never
heard before. Foley and other
sound editing work are also equally competent; not a single moment
of “The Secret of Kells” feels unreSee Kells on page 12
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SPOTLIGHT
By Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

____________________________________

It’s unavoidable. After sitting at your desk for an extended period of time, you are going
to start rapping your knuckles
or tapping your pencil or doing
something to make some noise.
Everyone wants to be a percussionist at least a little bit.
The practice of forming beats,
of feeling out a rhythm, is too
infectious to resist. It’s not easy,
though. We laymen can only
make amateurish attempts at
music. It takes a passionate and
disciplined percussionist to
make that desk truly sing.
Kristin Olson, class of 2013,
is one such musician. Hailing
from Eden Prairie, Minn.,
Olson began percussion in the
6th grade. She played piano
throughout elementary school
and experimented with trumpet in 5th grade, but there was
just something about percussion. She hasn’t let up since.
Olson came to Lawrence
on her teachers’ recommendations. It seemed like the best
fit. Nearly three and a half years
later, she says she’s loved her
time here. The conservatory
keeps her absurdly busy, but it
has been worth it.

“I could have skipped
school and just practiced on
my own, but being here has
really opened up my musicality,” Olson says. “I really enjoy
all the opportunities I’ve had
to play and listen to different
sorts of music here. The world
music series, for example, is
incredible.”
After graduation, Olson
plans on either attending
Indiana University, or going to
live in Chicago to see if she can
make it as a musician. Lawrence
is endearing in its small communal feel, but it is pretty much
essential for a musician to give
the big city a go at some point
in her life.
Percussion encompasses a
range of instruments: a million different kinds of drums,
the vibraphone, xylophone, the
seemingly mundane but oh-so
crucial shakers, and many
more. Olson prefers groovebased music: Hip Hop, AfroCuban, samba, etc. She listens
to everything, but this sort of
thing is where her heart lies.
Lately she’s had a penchant
for the American-Israeli group
Balkan Beat Box.
As for ensembles, Olson
takes part in the Sambistas,
the Lawrence University
Percussion
Ensemble,

KRISTIN
OLSON

Kinkaviwo (the African drumming ensemble), Tambó-Toké
(the Afro-Cuban ensemble),
the Lawrence Symphony
Orchestra, the Wind Ensemble,
the Lawrence University Jazz
Ensemble, small jazz combo,
the DillaGents, Porky’s Groove
Machine and other small chamber groups.
When asked about her role
models, Olson answered with
some universally respectable
choices: her teachers, of course,
and Questlove from the Roots.
Her advice to fellow percussionists is harsh, but wellintended: “Get your work done,
and then do what you love.”
Olson has performed two
student recitals in the past,
one her sophomore year and
one her junior year. Her third
recital will have an admirable
and eclectic mixture of musical selections, including some
of Philip Glass’s “Glassworks,”
a vibraphone solo that goes
along with an electronic tape
deck and a spoken-word poetry
performance accompanied by
flower pots as drums and knitting needles as drumsticks.
It will be an hour long performance. Be sure to stop by
Harper Hall on Saturday, Nov.
10 at 6:30 p.m. to see her play!

Photo by Mathias Reed

Morgenstern’s “The Night Circus” like a dream
By Natalie Schermer
A&E Editor

____________________________________

It’s easy to lose faith in the
fantasy genre. There’s a lot of
bad stuff out there—trite, boring, badly written sword and sorcery with a main character with a
clearly Tolkien-influenced name
and a plot that follows the same
old twists and turns the whole
time. Sometimes I wonder if all
the bad writers were banished
to the fantasy section; seriously,
people, learn the basic rules of
grammar.
But every once in awhile you
stumble upon a gem, a novel so
lovely to read that it’s hard to
categorize it in the same genre
as David Eddings and Mercedes
Lackey. Patricia McKillip writes
books like this; so does Guy

Gavriel Kay. It’s a sort of blend
of gorgeous prose with irresistible storytelling, words that flow
in such a way that you can’t really stop from one chapter to the
next and end up retreating from
the world for a day or so until
you have to come up for air. Erin
Morgenstern’s “The Night Circus”
is one of these books.
At times like a fairy tale, at
others like a dream, “The Night
Circus” begins with a contest—a
contest the reader feels has been
going on for quite some time. A
deal is struck, two magicians part
ways, and the real story begins.
As the title suggests, the story
revolves around Le Cirque des
Rêves—a mystical, magical creation that turns up unannounced
overnight. The circus is shut during the day, but as dusk falls, the
gates creak open and waiting

townspeople are ushered inside
to enjoy a night they’ll never forget. The circus offers dazzling
performances, gorgeous displays,
delectable treats, and hundreds of
other sights. You can explore it for
hours without seeing all of it and
without ever getting tired of it.
But behind the gorgeous
facade of the circus lies a world
more complicated than any of the
circus-goers could ever imagine.
Unbeknownst to each other, Celia,
the circus’ illusionist, and Marco,
the proprietor’s man, are bound
together in a contest they do not
know how to begin or end, which
gets complicated when despite
their distance, despite their past,
despite everything, the two begin
to fall in love.
Maybe I’m wrong about
“The Night Circus.” It has plenty
of tropes, too: magicians’ duels,

star-crossed lovers, hidden magic.
But if I’m wrong, I don’t care.
Morgenstern has taken these elements and woven them into something entirely new, something
beautiful and wonderful that I’m
not sure I’ve ever seen before.
It’s like a fairy tale for adults,
with all the magic and mysticism
and a slight twist on the happily
ever after. It’s like stepping into a
dream, immediately involving and
impossible to escape—you don’t
want to leave.
So maybe Morgenstern isn’t
doing anything different. Perhaps
she’s doing the same things as
everybody else. But if she is, she’s
at least doing them differently, and
there’s nothing wrong with reinvention. So, whether “The Night
Circus” is something new altogether, or just old themes boxed
up in pretty packaging, keep an

eye out for a copy if you’re looking
to escape. Be warned, though; you
might just start checking empty
fields for the circus.

Experimental Art House concert plays with styles
By Angela Butler
Staff Writer

____________________________________

We turn to music because it
has the ability to move us. It has
the power to induce certain feelings and moods, states of mind.
As such, music impacts our bodies in a way that no other art form
does. While music may be associated with reminding us of specific
memories, all of us have also had
the pleasure of being transported to another place by the sheer

greatness of music. Perhaps you
found yourself suddenly in tears
or perhaps suddenly feeling rather sublime or calm.
Nietzsche said, “We listen to
music with our muscles.” Perhaps
you are one of the many who
understand what he means.
Maybe you have been a witness
to the uncontrollable force of
music—a force that makes you
sway your body from side to side
or nod your head in time to the
beat. Maybe this has happened to
you at a concert and whether you
were conscious of it or not, maybe

you were a part of the group of
people tapping their feet or swaying their bodies in unison to the
sound.
If you were one of the few
who went to Art House’s “Be
Mine, Frankenstein” experimental concert last Friday night, you
probably know what I am talking
about. The event was a concert
featuring bands from Puppyfish
Records, a collective of musicians based in both Appleton and
Janesville, Wisc. The first band of
the night, Serbian band Warden
from Janesville, started things off

with a whole lot of quick riffs, distortion and reverb. Members Arya
Sharifi and Andy Krebs started off
playing two guitars for their first
song before switching to a guitar-and-drum for the rest of their
four-song set. What can I say?
There’s nothing quite like a room
of people head banging to music
and feeling the walls and floors
vibrate all around you.
The second band of the night
was a band called Language.
As per their description on the
Puppyfish website, Language is a
group of friends who have conver-

sations. Their music, one that is
heavily electronic, seems to grab
you by the shoulders and transport you to realms and landscapes
faraway from Appleton. With the
lights turned off except for a tea
lamp casting an intimate glow, it
was like being in a cosmic landscape or experiencing the effects
of a psychedelic drug. I even
looked around the room and sure
enough, everyone had their eyes
closed and was enjoying the temSee Art House on page #
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Georgia prevents undocumented
students from top 5 universities
By Daniel Perrett-Goluboff
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Educational inequality is
alive and well in America. More
specifically, it’s currently rearing its head in the great state of
Georgia. Having recently passed
a bill that bans undocumented
immigrants from attending the
top five universities in the state,
Georgia has effectively sent a message of strong disdain to undocumented students. The bill, passed
last week, also states that these
undocumented students can
attend Georgia’s lesser universities, those ranked below the top
five in state, but are required to
pay out-of-state tuition if accepted.
Naturally, these new legal stipulations were not well received
by the students they are so pointedly aimed at. Protests broke
out at state universities and in
the capitol practically overnight.
Interestingly enough, those now
prevented from educating undocumented students have been the
first to respond positively to this
crisis.
Enter Freedom University, an
alternative school for undocumented students that draws its
name from schools set up to educate African Americans in the deep
South during the civil rights movement. Professors from a number

of the state’s best colleges and
universities have come together
to create a sort of underground
form of educational opportunity
for these students, offering classes during nights and weekends in
Athens, Georgia.
University of Georgia history
professor Pam Voekel is one of the
educators at the forefront of these
alternative education efforts.
“They really do see this as a civil
rights struggle. They are being
excluded from higher education,
and so we went with that as part
of that kind of tribute to that prior
struggle,” said Voekel after teaching a Freedom University class
during some of her free time last
weekend.
Though this bill certainly has
an ample share of supporters, the
movement against it is growing
rapidly. Professors from a number
of schools have begun to donate
their time, knowledge and efforts
to the betterment of Freedom
University. Their efforts are driven
by an understanding that supporters of the recent bill do not hold:
that undocumented students are
no less qualified to learn by virtue of their citizenship status than
any of their America-born peers.
Consider the example of
Martin Lopez Galicia, a 21-yearold Freedom University student who has lived in the United
States since he was four years
old. Galicia, like many American

students, could not afford a state
university and enrolled in junior
college, hoping to gain the necessary credits to transfer into a
more prestigious school. Shortly
after beginning classes, though,
he was informed that he had to
pay an additional $2,000 dollars—out-of-state tuition—due
to his undocumented status. He
could not come up with the money
and was forced to leave school.
He now takes classes at Freedom
University in hopes of advancing
himself and his mind.
Perhaps what is most
interesting here is that these
Freedom University students are
fully aware of the fact that they
are not receiving credits that can
be transferred anywhere, given
the unaccredited nature of this
school. These students are working solely to better their minds in
hopes that some good will come
from it.
Few things can come across
as honorably as that sort of dignity and repose in the face of great
adversity. Regardless of what
those in favor of the bill think
of the presence of undocumented individuals in our nation, it
seems hard to imagine that they
could deny the following claim:
Withholding education from anyone has never made things any
better. Rather, it has before and
will again lead swiftly to negative
repercussions.

LUCC Update: Week 8 Term 1
Executive Election Candidate materials will be
released in the next couple weeks. More information to come.

Feel free to contact
LUCC with questions at:

PHOTO
POLL

LUCC@lawrence.edu

New Debt legislation was proposed at Monday’s
General Council meeting. Also discussed at this
week’s meeting was the Environmental Sustainability
Legislation. The proposed legislation was discussed
and tabled. Steering committee will consider edits to
original proposal and will present a revised version at
the upcoming General Council meeting on Monday,
November 5th at 4:30 in the Esch-Hurvis Room on
the 2nd floor WCC. This will be the final day for LUCC
business this term. All are welcome to come and
share their thoughts at this meeting.

Photo poll by
Hayley Turner

“What’s
the best
Halloween
costume
you’ve seen
this year?”

Want to be President?
By Alan Duff
Columnist

____________________________________

We all know the spelled-out
rules if one wants to be president of the United States. You
must be a born on American soil
and have been a citizen for 14 or
more years. You must be at least
35 years old. You must be able to
laugh on will. You must be a member of one of the two major parties. You must be, at the very least,
a millionaire.
But what about the less obvious rule that has been added in
recent years? You must have written a book. Or have a book written
under your name, preferably by
an excellent ghostwriter.
Over the last 20 years, it’s easy
to see the pattern. Presidential
hopefuls as they begin running
for office seem to have found a
hidden formula: Write a book
before Election Day, and preferably have it be released a few
months beforehand.
Lawrence is always going on
about alumni donations, and one
great way to generate some money
would be to have a Lawrentian
who becomes President of the
United States. For this reason I
will examine a number of rules
about books that one should follow if one wants to be the president of the United States.
Why not write a book? Your
name—you being a politician
and all—is in the papers already
because of the election buzz.
Everybody wants to know what
you really stand for and this is the
chance for the electorate to hear it
in your own words—as opposed
to a speech writer’s—your real
feelings about running for president. Unless you have a ghostwriter of course.
You’ll get to spend several
chapters telling Americans how
you really feel about this election, how you struggled through
all those tough situations and how
that one personal sports anecdote
will help guide America.
The book must also be titled
something that has to do with
American ideals and growth, while
at the same time being vague
enough that you could be relating to just about any American.
This trend is obvious if you look at
the past two decades’ Presidential
candidates and who won the elec-

tions.
Bill Clinton released his book
“Putting People First: How We Can
All Change America” two months
before the 1992 election. It had
all the necessary buzzwords and
themes for a good political book:
teamwork, change and America.
Before the 1996 election he published another book: “Between
Hope and History.” While not
including the word America or
any of its derivatives, it seems that
he was able to dodge a bullet by
using the power of hope.
This rule, however, can be
taken too far and result in a backlash in the public. One book per
election cycle is fine. Any more,
and you can risk isolating the
electorate who, to be honest, just
doesn’t have time to read that
many books while following the
news and watching polls. This is
a problem that John McCain faced
during the 2008 Presidential election cycle.
Within a one-year period,
McCain released two books, overflowing the political market and
leaving readers who wanted to get
to know the “real” McCain in a conflict of interest over which book to
buy. Obama, though, wrote only
one book in 2008, which included
every single point possible: “The
Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on
Reclaiming the American Dream.”
It has words like “American,”
“hope” and “dream,” as well as
a subtitle. What more could one
want? If you want to write a good
political book, take it from Obama:
Include a subtitle, and include
emotion-stirring words such as
those above, and their favorable
synonyms.
So what can the law of
Presidents writing books for
this election cycle tell us?
Unfortunately, not a lot. Both
Obama and Romney have written
books for this election cycle and
Romney, like Obama did in 2008,
hit all the necessary buzzwords
when he published “No Apology:
The Case for American Greatness.”
For now it’s a toss up.
Perhaps as politicians catch
up with technology it will be the
candidate who makes the new
hit reality TV show or YouTube
series that wins it, but for a time
being there’s at least one place in
America that still values books.

“A Gameboy dress—if it
was super legit.”
-Bethann Pospischil

“Domo.”
-Aimen Khan

“Captain Jack Sparrow.”
-Brenna Decker
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In question: the Power of the super PAC
By Emily Nordin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

I can’t help but find myself
wishing for the campaigning days
of old, where a Presidential candidate was content to put up some
signs, pass out a few buttons, and
maybe even have their own jingle.
Those days of campaign-tranquility no longer exist—political ads
now bombard the American public.
Many attribute this bombardment to the Supreme Court’s
“Citizens United” (2010) decision,
which allowed corporate money
to enter American elections.
According to some, this allows
political action committees, or
PACs, to raise obscene amounts of
money—thus becoming super—

and influence election results.
So, there was some hubbub
this past Monday when The New
York Times came out with the article titled “Obama Is Even in TV
Ad Race Despite PACs. ” Though
having spent less money, Barack
Obama’s supporters, as reported by the NYT, have “run more
ads [over the television] and . . .
reached audiences in roughly the
same numbers as Mitt Romney
and the group of well-financed
conservative super PACs working
to elect him.”
What’s the suggestion here?
That Democrats are shrewder with their money than given
credit for by their Republican
counterparts? Perhaps, but more
importantly this article suggests
that super PACs are not as allmighty and powerful as previous-

ly believed, that they do not substantially influence elections.
This is a suggestion I find
troubling. The NYT writes, “Even
at their most effective, the super
PACs have helped Mr. Romney
fight only to a draw.” Only to a
draw? To be perfectly honest, I’m
shocked that Romney has made it
this far, “to a draw.” Months ago,
people, including other conservatives, were lamenting over and/
or lampooning the relatively weak
candidacy of Romney, known
for his excessive flip-flopping on
political issues.
Rudy
Giuliani,
former
Republican mayor of NYC, said in
regards to Romney’s candidacy in
February 2012, “He changed his
position on virtually everything . . .
I am a moderate Republican, that’s
what I am, so I’d be inclined to sup-

port someone like Mitt Romney.
But all those changes in positions
give me pause.” The Republican
ticket is weak, but here we are in
arguably one of the closest presidential races America’s ever seen.
Why? Is it because of the influence of the super PAC or a poor
first debate showing by Obama
or an apathetic public—what
accounts for this close race? I
don’t have the answer, and I don’t
think anyone will, at least not for
a while until after the election.
At this point, all I can do is shoot
holes into the notion that the
super PAC carries no sway.
It might be true to say that
Obama has so far survived the
onslaught of Republican money
fueled into TV and thus, come
to the conclusion that super
PACs don’t influence elections.

However, what this NYT article
fails to take into account are the
other major forms of campaigning—online ads, telephone calls,
billboards, etc.
Before suggesting that super
PACs are not swaying the election
one way or another, I would like
to see a more encompassing study
done. To their credit, the NYT
does write “there is still plenty of
time” for Republican-supporting
super PACs to flood the airwaves,
which is exactly what we’ve seen
this week. According to The Hill,
the Romney-supporting super
PAC, Restore our Future, just
announced this past Tuesday to
spend another $20 million in ads
attacking Obama. Obviously, the
election isn’t over yet. Until it is,
the power of the super PAC cannot
be determined.

Opinion Editorial “Why I am ProLife” appeared in Oct. 28’s The
New York Times. The colorfullytitled piece succinctly illustrates
the hypocrisy and arrogance
found within the Republican
Party’s “Pro-Life” platform. He
argues “respect for the sanctity of
life” must be just that, a defense
of life on all points of our moral
compass rose, the embodiment of
our civil duty to thy fellow neighbor, and an extension to its logical ends. In 18 plain words, Mr.
Friedman redefines this fundamental pillar of the republican
moral agenda: “I will never refer
to someone who pickets Planned
Parenthood but lobbies against
common-sense gun laws as ‘ProLife.’’’
To be “Pro-Life” must be then
an agnostic model of Christian

charity, to protect and support
the sick, the weak and those without. This platform, devoted to
the ‘Sanctity of Life,’ must then
include an effectual expansion
of pollution control acts, restrictions on firearms, bans on public smoking, universal healthcare,
support for needle exchanges and
other institutions preserving the
‘Sanctity of Life.’ Intervention in
Syria, massive foreign aid, climate-change mitigation projects
and yes—opposition to abortion,
save for the mother’s life—are to
be “Pro-Life.”
Friedman suggests “pro-conception-to-birth, indifferent-tolife conservative” as an appropriate title for the modern conservative. Friedman’s implicit argument elevates his “Pro-Life” position to one of a desired stature. By

acting in support of the ‘Sanctity
of Life’ platform, the renaissance
lifer adopts nearly ninety percent
of the Democratic Party platform,
save for the last line, on opposition to abortion.
In the context of nearly universal benefits of such programs,
some may be convinced to break
ranks and cast reproductive rights
to the wolves. From an enumerated perspective accepting such a
platform would seem logical, yet
offences to civil liberty come but
one step at a time. I cannot accept
Friedman’s “Pro-Life” platform
anymore than could I support
the “Human Life Amendment.”
Restrictions on abortion do not
constitute shades of grey, they are
a stark violation of the right to
control one’s body.
As the negative argument

extends, to be “Pro-Choice” is to
support the right of choice, the
choice kill in self-defense, the
choice to pollute, the choice to not
pay taxes and the choice to seek
an abortion.
I refuse to swallow the poison pill of Friedman’s “Pro-Life,”
nor the wholesale destruction of
social responsibility construed
as liberty within the Renaissance
“Pro-Choice” platform.
I affirm that the modern breed
of Republican fits the title of “proconception-to-birth, indifferentto-life conservative.”
I accept a new title for myself,
what Friedman would surely
describe as a “pro-abortion, sanctity-of-life liberal”
I’m okay with that.

Junior Kathleen Rowland had 23
digs, and junior Diane McLeod had
24 assists.
Even though the Vikings lost,
Picha stated, “The game against
Grinnell was one of the hardest
fought matches we had this year.
The energy on the court was
simply amazing. Being our last
game, I was very proud of the way
that the seniors performed and let
everything out on that court.”
The record for the Vikings did

not enable them to continue onto
the conference tournament, which
means that it was the last and final
game for the four seniors of the
team.
When asked to talk about the
end of her career here at Lawrence
with the end of this season, senior
Emma Kane said, “While things
may not have turned out the way I
would have liked—some goals we
set as a class may not have been
reached and general expectations

were not met—I don’t regret a
single moment of it. I’m thankful
for the experiences I had with the
team and the opportunities that
have arisen because of it all.”
Kane continued, “Mostly
though, I’m thankful to have met,
played alongside and become
great friends with some of the
most amazing people I have
ever met. I know I wouldn’t have
been able to make it through the
trials brought on throughout the

years without these girls. We’ve
stuck through it all together, the
thick and the thin, the laughs and
the tears and while we may not
be able to have memories of a
conference championship, I will
always remember the many great
times with them. Nothing can
replace that.”
Congratulations on four years
of hard work and dedication to
Emma Kane, Beth Larsen, Shannon
McClain, and Jenna Picha!

from Teec Nos Pos, Az. stepped up
for the Vikings with her finishing
time of 26:21.
There still were good feelings
all around as the season came to a

close. Bruning stated, “I’ve really
grown to love Lawrence cross
country this fall, and I think that
goes for everyone.”
As the Vikings look to the

future, they do so without the
help of Stevens and fellow senior
Amanda Dwyer. “Losing Sam and
Amanda will be a big blow to our
team,” said Fast. He continued,

“but we will be returning some
really great runners, and I fully
expect them to train harder to
help fill the void.”

Why I am Pro-Abortion and okay with it
By Austin Federa
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Editor’s Note: This editorial is in response to Thomas L.
Friedman’s “Why I am Pro-Life,”
which appeared in October 28th’s
The New York Times.
If I support a woman’s right
to choose, I must also support the
right of a man to defend himself
and stand his ground, the right of
corporations to make full use of a
free market by passing off externalities and the right of my own,
biblical, definition of science to
influence the public school curriculum of America. Only then can
I be Pro-Choice.
So runs the reverse conclusion
of Thomas L. Friedman, whose

Volleyball

continued from page 5
essentially the team quarterback...
they call the plays and run the
offense... so this was a HUGE deal.
Lots of pressure.”
In the third match against
Grinnell, Lawrence was defeated
3-1. Picha stepped up big again
for the Vikings with 10 kills, while
seniors Shannon McLain and
Larsen added nine kills apiece.

Cross Country

continued from page 5
and freshman Vanessa Cattleman

“A cat with a piece of bread
around it’s head.”
-Emily Kahlow

“Romney’s binder of
women.”
-Bryan Acker

“A boy dressed as a drunk
girl.”
-Hallie Witmer

“Genie in a bottle.”
-Frank Lieberman

The opinions expressed
in this section are those
of the students, faculty
and community members
who wrote them. All facts
are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian
does not endorse any
opinions piece except for
the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of
the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes
everyone to submit their
own opinions using the
parameters outlined in
the masthead.
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Swimming

continued from page 5
Both Flack and Gmehlin competed
in winning medleys for additional
points for the Lawrence victory.
However, these were not
the only competitors to bring in
points for the Lawrence teams.
Sophomore Taylor Winter placed
first for the women’s 1,000-meter
freestyle at 11:15.71 and senior
Caleb Stellmach took first for the
men’s 1,000-meter freestyle at
11:32.48. Junior Pat Vincent con-

Kells

continued from page 8
alistic or even forced. The voice
acting fills every moment with
insightful realism and just a hint
of whimsy.
“The Secret of Kells” is every
bit deserving of its 2009 Academy
Award nomination for Best

tributed to the men’s team with
a first place time of 1:00.44 in
the men’s 100 butterfly event.
Freshman Emily Flack competed
for the women’s team and took
first in the 100 backstroke with a
time of 1:04.70.
Lawrence’s men and women’s teams swept the relay events,
adding to their smooth victory
over Beloit College. For the women’s 200 meter medley relay,
junior Chelsea Hameister, Flack,
Cardinal and Heller took first with
1:58.77. The men’s 200 medley

relay was led by Vincent, Gmehlin,
senior Jake Johnson and freshman
Grant Wilkie. For the 200 freestyle relay, the women’s event was
won at 1:48.01 by Flack, Winter,
Gabriel and Hameister, and the
men’s event was taken at 1:37.82
by Vincent, Flack, Stellmach and
freshman Danny Davis.
The Lawrence University
swim teams will be traveling to
the UW River Falls Triangular
on Nov. 3, and will be returning
to compete at home on Nov. 10
against UW-Whitewater.

Animated Feature, an award that
it lost to Disney and Pixar’s “Up.”
However, “The Secret of Kells”
certainly deserves a place on the
podium and in the eyes and ears
of any fan of animation or cinema
in general.

Art House

“The Secret of Kells” is available on Netflix Instant Streaming
and Hulu Plus indefinitely.

VR
VIKING
ROOM

November 16th will be the last night
of the term we are serving.

continued from page 9
porary escapism that Language
was providing them.
Now, here is my advice for
you: Do not be reduced to passive
listening. Sure, passive listening is
great when you are studying, or
taking a leisurely walk, but sometimes it is nice to enjoy the exciting and bonding power of music.
So the next time you see a poster
for a concert or music festival,
make time to attend it and I am
sure you will be pleasantly surprised.

Guest Bartenders at
the VR: November 2012

11/7 (200 days party) with Matty
Wegehaupt and Megan Pickett
11/14 14th Bon The chefs (3
courses of drinks)

Weekly schedule of Events:
Tuesday: “Tall Boy
Tuesdays” + Karaoke
Wednesday: Happy
Hour (4:30-8pm) +
Guest bartenders

Thursday: TriVR,
Friday: Live Music:
hosted by Kate
11/09 Dilla Gents
Allison and Ellie Crean
11/10 Porky’s
Groove Machine
11/16 TBD

Events Calendar
Friday Oct. 26

Saturday Oct. 27

THE LAWRENTIAN
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EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined by the editors.
Any opinions which
appear unsigned are
those of the majority of
The Lawrentian’s editorial board.

Editor-in-Chief:
Jamie Cartwright
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Tony Darling
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Letters to the editor are
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student events according to The Lawrentian

Sunday Oct. 28

Monday Oct. 29

12:30 Saxophone
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Studio Recital
Rocky Horror
Rocky Horror (Harper Hall)
7:30 PM
Picture Show
Picture Show
Quantum
(Cinema)
(Cinema)
Weirdness:
Technology of
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
the Future?
Kurt Elling
Maria Schneider 8:00 PM
(Youngchild Hall
Quartet with the Orchestra
121)
Lawrence
Lawrence Jazz (Chapel)
Symphony
Enseble (Chapel)
Orchestra (LSO)
10:00 PM Beta Concert (Chapel)
Beach Bash
8:00 PM Guest
(Beta House)
recital: La
Guitarra (Harper
10:00 PM
Hall)
Grandma’s
House: Cookies
and Lace
(Greenfire House)

Tuesday Oct. 30

Wednesday Oct. 31

Thursday Nov. 1

4:30 PM
“Volcanic Versus
Anthropologenic
CO2” (Steitz 102)
8:00 PM LU
votes: Rock the
Results! (Hurvis
Room)

8:00 PM
Improvisation
Group of
Lawrence
8:00 PM
University (IGLU) Faculty recital:
Concert (Harper Martin “Marty”
Hall)
Erickson, tuba
(Harper Hall)
8:30 PM Enter
the Haggis (Julie
Esch Studio)

